
 World  Environment  Day  (2016)  weeklong  celebrations  by  ENVIS

Centre on Combating Desertification at ICAR-CAZRI

4th June, 2016, Jodhpur

ENVIS Centre on Combating Desertification at the ICAR-Central Arid Zone Research

Institute  (CAZRI),  Jodhpur  organized  weeklong  celebrations  on  the  eve  of  World

Environment Day-2016 from 4th -10th June, 2016. Center organized a lecture at ICAR-

CAZRI, Jodhpur on the theme “Go Wild for Life- Zero Tolerance for the illegal Wildlife”

Trade by inviting Dr. G.S. Bhardwaj, Chief Conservator of Forest (Wildlife), Jodhpur as

the speaker and Chief Guest.

Dr. Suresh Kumar, Principal Scientist, CAZRI and Co-ordinator ENVIS gave introduction

about chief guest and briefed about ENVIS center activities

Dr.  G.  S.  Bhardwaj,  CCF  (Wild  Life),  Jodhpur delivered  a  bilingual  lecture  on

“Wildlife Trade”. He discussed about the importance of the wild life, threats to wild life

due  to  illegal  trading  and  quantum  of  illegal  trade  which  is  really  alarming.  He

emphasized that in order to curb this menace, Article 48 of the Constitution of India

specifies that "the state shall endeavor to protect and improve the environment and to

safeguard the forests and wildlife of the country" where as Article 51-A says that "it shall

be the duty of every citizen of India to protect and improve the natural environment

including forests, lakes, rivers, and wildlife and to have compassion for living creatures."

In his lecture he stressed that, although protection of wildlife is very much a part of

Indian ethos and culture, yet indiscriminate hunting by various people during the past

century  made  many species  threatened.   He further  explained in  details  about  the

theories of mass extinctions under which we lost our biodiversity along with wild life. He

emphasized that forest cover has to be protected and maintained to save wild life to

have an ecological balance. He therefore appealed to all that we should make efforts to

save wildlife for saving our own race on the planet earth.  All those present there were

highly benefitted by this very informative and introspective lecture.



Dr. Praveen Kumar, Director  I/C  briefed  about  the  importance of  the  celebration  of

World Environment Day in context of biodiversity conservation and its importance for

humankind. 

Dr. Suresh Kumar, Principal Scientist and Dr. Dipankar Saha, Senior Scientist, CAZRI

and member, ENVIS coordinated this event. This function was attended by scientists,

technical and other officials of CAZRI. Dr. Dipankar Saha proposed vote of thanks.

9 June, 2016, Jodhpur

An Environment Walk was organized from 8 AM to 10 AM in the Machia Biological Park

in the vicinity  of  Jodhpur city. Dr. O.P.Yadav, Director, CAZRI and Chairman ENVIS

Centre  on  Combating  Desertification  lead  this  walk.  Scientists,  technical  and

administrative  officials  and  all  other  staffs  of  CAZRI  totaling  some  100  persons

participated in this walk. The group was welcomed by Sh. M.S.Rathore, IFS, Director of

the Park. Participants were shown different wildlife as well as floristic elements of much

interest. Some threatened species were also located. They also saw the museum and

interpretation hall. At the end, Director CAZRI, thanked the authorities of Park for their

efforts  in  wildlife  conservation  and  landscaping  as  well  as  making  necessary

arrangement for the walk.  Sh.   Rathore also addressed the participants and sought

everyone’s support in their mega efforts for conservation of Nature. 

10 June, 2016, Jodhpur

This was an event to explore the perception about wildlife and its conservation amongst

school  children.  An  essay competition  for  the  school  children was  organized at  Dr.

Raheja  Library  of  ICAR-CAZRI.  Some  39  students  from  11  Schools  of  Jodhpur

participated.  The  topic  of  essay  was  “Wildlife  Conservation  in  Indian  Desert”.  After

essay writing there was an interaction meet with  these participating school children.

During this interaction meeting, students were exposed to a film of ICAR-CAZRI and its

role  in  combating  desertification.  They  were  also  exposed  with  the  CAZRI-ENVIS

website and discussed about its contents and applications. Dr. Suresh Kumar and Dr.

Dipankar Saha interacted with the students to open up their minds and soul about the



desert  ecosystem,  its  natural  resources  including  wildlife  and  necessity  of  its

conservation for future generation. Thereafter, Director, CAZRI addressed the students

and also opened up vital issues of agricultural and allied sciences, its importance as an

academy, research and developmental disciplines for the students to pursue for better

service  to  humanity.  He  also  gave  away  the  certificates  of  participation  to  all  the

students. 

All  the above three events were covered in the local press and these clippings and

photographs of the events are enclosed.

Dr. G. S. Bhardwaj, CCF (Wildlife), delivering the lecture on 4th June, 2016



Dr. Praveen Kumar, Director (Acting), ICAR-CAZRI gracing Dr. G. S. Bhardwaj

“Env-Walk” at Machia Biological Park, Jodhpur on 9th June, 2016



“Env-Walk” at Machia Biological Park, Jodhpur on 9th June, 2016

Essay Competition on 10th June, 2016 



Interaction Meet with participating students
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